
   

Life Group Notes 11/16/2025 

Charlie Temple 

  

No doctrine is a given unless it has been found in the Word given by the Holy 

Spirit and received by you. If you have observations or questions, feel free to send me 

an email with your comment or observations at tbeachhead@comcast.net. Thank you for 

taking the time.   

– Pete Mehegan, the Scribe.  

  

Remember: Be good to one another. Be sensitive and kind. Let God heal our heart and 

guide our discussions.   

  

Leaders: please pre-read these notes and choose the direction that is appropriate 

for your group. Scan the detailed questions that follow the AI-generated study 

questions, to see if you want to add any more detailed questions. 

  

Be cognizant of your group’s time and be sensitive. Some groups would like to dwell on a 

single idea. Let the Spirit be your guide. Never feel obligated to complete this study.    

Note: I have highlighted suggested discussion questions that Charlie Temple has raised 

this week, 11/16. Let’s allow the Holy Spirit to guide all our discussions, using the 

highlights as trail blazes. The purpose is to minister to one another  

Important: At the very end of these notes, I’ve included passages that were 

mentioned in this week’s message for deeper study using SOAP journaling to help 

further your study during the week.  

Footnotes are added to supply detail, and to enhance the study. Use at your discretion, 

and know any questions are welcomed. This week’s footnotes cover: 

1. On righteousness revealed “…from faith to faith.”   

The new format begins with an AI summary of the notes, followed by study 

questions. This week’s full notes can be found in Section III:

 

Section I: Summary 
Here’s “co-pilot’s” AI summary of the Sermon Lifegroup Notes 

1. Religion vs. Faith 

• The central message contrasts “religion” (outward rituals, appearances, and 

hypocrisy) with genuine “faith” (a heartfelt, humble relationship with Jesus). 

• Participants are challenged to examine whether their actions are motivated by 

obligation or genuine desire for God, and to consider if they are “religious” or 

“faithful followers of Jesus”. [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

2. Hypocrisy in Religion 

• The sermon draws heavily from Matthew 23, where Jesus rebukes religious 

leaders for hypocrisy—emphasizing outward appearances while neglecting inner 

transformation. 

https://my.microsoftpersonalcontent.com/personal/c705b74c493af710/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B44A19563-0CF2-4DCE-BDE0-6D0C5F574DE7%7D&file=11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&nav=eyJoIjoiMjE0MjYzMTQyOSJ9
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• Jesus’ strong language (“hypocrites,” “blind guides,” “snakes”) is highlighted to 

show the seriousness of religious hypocrisy and its consequences. [11-16-2025...lie 

Temple | Word] 

3. Self-Examination & Application 

• The notes include a series of reflective questions for personal and group 

discussion, such as: 

o Do you spend time with God out of love or obligation? 

o Is your prayer life a conversation or a ritual? 

o Do you respond to others’ failures with judgment or grace? 

o Does your life bring peace and joy, or guilt and hate? 

o Do you focus on appearing holy or walking in humility? [11-16-2025...lie 

Temple | Word] 

4. The Gospel & Righteousness 

• Romans 1:16-17 is discussed, emphasizing that the righteousness of God is 

revealed “from faith to faith”—a process that begins with hearing the Word and 

grows into mature faith. [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

• The notes encourage participants to consider how faith grows and how the gospel 

transforms lives. 

5. Warnings & Encouragements 

• The dangers of religious hypocrisy are outlined, including its impact on others and 

the church. 

• The fruit of the Spirit is contrasted with the “acts of the flesh” and religious legalism. 

• Participants are encouraged to pursue humility, grace, and authentic faith, and to 

pray for personal transformation. [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

 
Practical Application 

• The SOAP method is recommended for daily study, with specific passages from 

Matthew and Romans provided for each day of the week. [11-16-2025...lie Temple | 

Word] 

• The notes close with a call to self-inventory and prayer, inviting participants to let 

God reveal areas of hypocrisy and to seek genuine faith. 

 

 

 

Section II: Study questions 
Study Questions 

1. What do you see in Dana’s vision of the road God has prepared for us? [11-16-

2025...lie Temple | Word] 

2. What does it mean to “raise high every weight and sin”? Is this counter-intuitive? 

Why or why not? [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

3. How do you keep your eyes on Jesus in daily life? [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

4. Did you experience anything special during the Night of Worship? Do you have a 

testimony to share? [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

5. What is the purpose of worship according to Charlie Temple? [11-16-2025...lie 

Temple | Word] 

https://my.microsoftpersonalcontent.com/personal/c705b74c493af710/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B44A19563-0CF2-4DCE-BDE0-6D0C5F574DE7%7D&file=11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&nav=eyJoIjoiMjI3MzQ5MDk0In0%3D
https://my.microsoftpersonalcontent.com/personal/c705b74c493af710/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B44A19563-0CF2-4DCE-BDE0-6D0C5F574DE7%7D&file=11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&nav=eyJoIjoiMjI3MzQ5MDk0In0%3D
https://my.microsoftpersonalcontent.com/personal/c705b74c493af710/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B44A19563-0CF2-4DCE-BDE0-6D0C5F574DE7%7D&file=11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&nav=eyJoIjoiNDkxODY3NzUzIn0%3D
https://my.microsoftpersonalcontent.com/personal/c705b74c493af710/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B44A19563-0CF2-4DCE-BDE0-6D0C5F574DE7%7D&file=11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&nav=eyJoIjoiNDkxODY3NzUzIn0%3D
https://my.microsoftpersonalcontent.com/personal/c705b74c493af710/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B44A19563-0CF2-4DCE-BDE0-6D0C5F574DE7%7D&file=11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&nav=eyJoIjoiMzUwMjQ1Mzc5In0%3D
https://my.microsoftpersonalcontent.com/personal/c705b74c493af710/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B44A19563-0CF2-4DCE-BDE0-6D0C5F574DE7%7D&file=11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&nav=eyJoIjoiMTI4OTk0NzY4NyJ9
https://my.microsoftpersonalcontent.com/personal/c705b74c493af710/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B44A19563-0CF2-4DCE-BDE0-6D0C5F574DE7%7D&file=11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&nav=eyJoIjoiMTE5NjM5MTc5NCJ9
https://my.microsoftpersonalcontent.com/personal/c705b74c493af710/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B44A19563-0CF2-4DCE-BDE0-6D0C5F574DE7%7D&file=11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&nav=eyJoIjoiMTE5NjM5MTc5NCJ9
https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
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6. How do you respond to the statement: “The power of hell is forever defeated”? [11-

16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

7. Did worship ever bring you unexpected thoughts or revelations? [11-16-2025...lie 

Temple | Word] 

8. What does it mean to “cast your crowns at the feet of the Lamb of God”? How do 

you do this practically? [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

9. What is the difference between religion and faith? [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

10. Are you religious, or a faithful follower of Jesus? Explain your answer. [11-16-

2025...lie Temple | Word] 

11. How do you look inside yourself to answer difficult spiritual questions? [11-16-

2025...lie Temple | Word] 

12. What are some difficult questions you need to ask yourself about your faith? [11-16-

2025...lie Temple | Word] 

13. How do you respond when someone says, “I don’t buy into your religion”? [11-16-

2025...lie Temple | Word] 

14. What was Jesus’ response to religion and religious leaders? [11-16-2025...lie 

Temple | Word] 

15. Who were the religious leaders Jesus treated with respect, and why? [11-16-

2025...lie Temple | Word] 

16. How can you distinguish between someone who is “religious” and a “true follower” 

of Jesus? [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

17. Do you ever catch yourself being “religious”? What does that look like? [11-16-

2025...lie Temple | Word] 

18. What are the characteristics of a hypocrite, according to Jesus in Matthew 23? [11-

16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

19. How is the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel? Be specific. [11-16-

2025...lie Temple | Word] 

20. How does the revelation of righteousness progress “from faith to faith”? [11-16-

2025...lie Temple | Word] 

21. Where does faith begin, and how does it grow? [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

22. What forms in your mind when you hear the Word of God? [11-16-2025...lie Temple 

| Word] 

23. How is the Word like a seed, and what happens when the “soil” receives it? [11-16-

2025...lie Temple | Word] 

24. What is the hypocrite’s response to the gospel? [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

25. Do you spend time with God because you want to, or because you feel you have 

to? [11-16-2025...lie Temple | Word] 

 

  

Section III: Complete study notes 
     Dana began the service with a word. She said, “During worship, God showed me a road, 

and this road He has prepared for us to walk in. He says, as we walk in it, He wants us to 

raise high every weight and sin that so easily ensnares us. He wants us to walk with 

endurance the race He has set before us. He said the way that we do this is by keeping our 

https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
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https://d.docs.live.net/C705B74C493AF710/Documents/Archives/Writings/Prophetic/Sermon%20lifegroup%20notes/11-16-2025%20Lifegroup%20Sermon%20Notes%20Charlie%20Temple.docx
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eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. We are to put our trust in Him, and make 

Him our hope and our confidence.” 

1. What do you see?  

2. What does this bring to mind? 

3. Why would you raise “high” every sin and weight? Is this counter-intuitive? Explain. 

   Charlie Temple then began by looking at the Night of Worship that took place Friday night, 

saying, “Jesus was really here Friday night.” 

1. Did you go? 

2. Do you have a testimony? 

   He said, “When I’m here to speak, before I begin each message, I listen very carefully to 

the words we sing in worship. I take them in. It is straight up to God. That’s not for 

entertainment. It is to help us worship God with all our souls and with our spirit. Let me tell 

you this, this morning, ‘The power of hell is forever defeated.’” 

1. Do you have a response? 

2. Worship brought a word to Dana. Did you have thoughts during worship that 

surprised you? 

3. Charlie admonished us all to cast our crowns at the feet of the Lamb of God Who 

takes away the sins of all of us, Jesus Christ. How do you do that? 

   He began by warning us that this message would be on a sensitive topic, but one that 

needs to be spoken in all the churches. 

1. How did he do? 

2. What do you recall? 

3. What was your response, as you were leaving church? 

4. What did you learn? 

   He said, “We are going to talk about religion vs. faith. Many of you have been hurt by 

religion. All of you have been built up by faith in Him.” He asked, “Are you religious? Or are 

you a faithful follower of Jesus?” 

1. What is the difference? 

2. What do you think? Answer the question. 

3. He said, “We have to look inside to answer.” How do you do that? 

4. He also said, “We have to ask ourselves some very difficult questions.” List the 

questions. 

5. What do you say when someone tells you, “I don’t buy into your religion?” 

6. What was Jesus’ response to religion? 

7. What was His response to religious leaders? 

8. Who were the exceptions, religious leaders whom Jesus treated with respect? Why? 

9. Do you have a method to distinguish between the “religious” and “the true follower”? 

10. Do you ever catch yourself being “religious”? 

11. What did Jesus call the “religious”? Why? 

12. What are the characteristics of the hypocrite? 

   Charlie said, “Here is why religion is hypocritical. In Jesus’ day, religious leaders refused 

to practice what they preached. Look at Matthew 23:2“The scribes and Pharisees sit in 

Moses’ seat. 3So practice and observe everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, 

for they do not practice what they preach. 4They tie up heavy, burdensome loads and lay 

them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. 

https://biblehub.com/matthew/23-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/23-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/23-4.htm
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1. What do you see? 

2. Do you have a testimony, without going offense or slander? 

3. Have you done this ever, to kids or colleagues? 

   Look at Romans 1:16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live 

by faith.” (ESV) 

1. What do you see? 

2. How is the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel. Be specific. 

3. How does that revelation progress “…from faith to faith?” 

4. Where does faith begin? 

5. What forms in your mind when you hear the Word of God? 

6. How is the Word like a seed? 

7. Why did the gospel have to come “…to the Jew first”? What was their response? 

8. What is your response? What happens to the soil when it receives the Seed? 

9. What is the hypocrite’s response? 

   Next, Charlie gave us a test. Answer these questions: 

1. Do you spend time with God because you want to, or because you feel you 

have to? (He asks, “When you came to church today, did you just check off a 

religious box, saying, ‘I went to church. I don’t have to feel guilty all week.’ Or are you 

coming into this building feeling like this really is the place where you want to be? 

You desire to be here? Do you love this church, because the church is the people?”) 

2. When you pray, are you talking to Jesus or just at Him? (“Is it a conversation? 

Are you seeking Him out? Are you earnestly and meaningfully praying for people to 

be healed, praying for your family…down on your knees? Or is it a ritual, the same 

words spoken every day? Do you fall asleep in the middle of your prayers?” [Note: 

The apostles were guilty of that—the Scribe]) 

3. When others fail, do you respond with judgment? Or do you respond with 

understanding and grace? (Charlie says, “Judgment—even self-judgment—is a 

religious act. ‘Judge not lest you be judged,’ says the King of kings. If their acts are 

against you, ‘Love your enemies.’ You cannot respond with condemnation. You have 

to respond as Jesus has responded to all of us…with grace.”) 

4. Does your life bring peace and joy to others? Or does it bring guilt and hate? 

(“Jesus’ purpose for your life is for you to bring peace, joy, mercy with you. You are 

commanded to love God, and to love your neighbor. Don’t get caught up in a world 

where we love to criticize, and we make it personal when we see another fail.” Charlie 

adds, “That is religion.”) 

5. Do you focus on appearing holy? Or walking with humility? “The Pharisees that 

you hear about were exalted. They wouldn’t walk on the same side of the street as 

all of you. They were sure to pray in public. They were sure to give their tithes in 

public. They wanted to look like the religious leaders of their group. That is not what 

you want to be. You want to walk in humility. The self-exalted will face their judgment. 

The truly humble will be exalted when they meet their Savior face to face.” 

   Charlie posed this challenge to his life group: 

1. What words come to mind when you think of religion? 

http://biblehub.com/romans/1-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/1-17.htm
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2. What words come to mind when you think of faith? 

3. Compare your answers. Pair your answers as Charlie did. (If religion is “ritualistic” 

what is faith?) 

4. Charlie proclaims, “Revival has arrived.” What does that mean?  

5. What is included? What melts away? 

   Look up Matthew 23. Charlie points out the religious groups who are present in the temple 

at this gathering, listening to Jesus characterize their hypocrisy publicly. These are the 

Pharisees, scholars who are satisfied with their own righteousness, and the iron grip they 

have on the Law and law enforcement, the Scribes, lawyers who keep track of every jot and 

tittle of the law often to their own profit, the Sadducees, a sect that is selective in its faith, 

not believing in spirit, or angel or the resurrection. (Note: There are also the Herodians, 

satisfied with their compromises, and the power they gain from Rome and Herod for that.) 

In this context read the chapter, and make notes. 

1. What do you see? 

2. What forms does hypocrisy take? How many of these forms have you witnessed 

today? 

   Look back at the previous chapter. The pharisees test Jesus beginning at verse 15, the 

Sadducees test him beginning at verse 23, and the scribes beginning at verse 34. 

1. Look at each test. What do you notice. 

2. How does Jesus respond to each? 

3. How does He test them? What are they missing in their analysis? 

4. How does chapter 22 lead to his indictment of them in chapter 23? Are they looking 

for answers? Or to entrap Him? Explain. 

5. How do those confronting Jesus necessarily fail in the most important 

commandments? 

6. Look at the result: Matthew 22:46And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor 

from that day on did anyone dare question Him anymore. How did Jesus shut them 

down? 

7. Why did Jesus continue to indict them instead of remaining silent? What is His 

purpose? Who else heard Him? (Who is hearing him today?) 

   Charlie points out from the indictment in chapter 23, “He gives them seven woes. He calls 

them hypocrites six times. He calls them blind five times. Then He does something really 

‘nice’ to soften the blow: He calls them snakes, the offspring of vipers. He’s talking to the 

religious leaders of the day. The people fear this religion, and here’s Jesus, ‘You snake…’ 

Wow.” 

1. What do you think the response was? 

2. How did the apostles behave in Acts when confronted by these same leaders? 

3. How did Steven act, in Acts 7 when confronted by the same leaders? 

4. List the seven woes. Do you have a testimony? 

5. Why is this language so harsh? 

   Now look at these verses from the indictment in chapter 23:13“But woe to you, scribes and 

Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go 

in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 14Woe to you, scribes and 

Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. 

Therefore you will receive greater condemnation.15“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

http://biblehub.com/matthew/22-46.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-15.htm
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hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you 

make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves. [Scribes note: Verse 14 gets left out 

by choice by translators who prefer the latest most recently discovered manuscripts. It 

appears in the majority text, and the Textus Receptus, hence in the King James (KJV) and 

the New King James (NKJ).] 

1. What do you see? 

2. Describe the “evangelism of a Pharisee.” 

3. Have you ever seen this type of evangelism, without adding gossip to the discussion. 

How do they “devour widows houses?” 

4. What is the difference in the fruit of this form of “evangelism” compared to that which 

reveals the good news of Jesus Christ. 

5. Look how Paul describes to Timothy these leaders in the last days, 2 Timothy 3: 1But 

understand this: In the last days terrible times will come. 2For men will be lovers of 

themselves, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their 

parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3unloving, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, 

brutal, without love of good, 4traitorous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 

than lovers of God, 5having a form of godliness but denying its power. Turn away 

from such as these! What has changed from that day until today? 

6. Paul continues:6They are the kind who worm their way into households and captivate 

vulnerable women who are weighed down with sins and led astray by various 

passions, 7who are always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the 

truth. Talk about what Jesus said of “devouring widows houses” in this context. 

7. Who is at risk from hypocrites? Why are there still hypocrites in the church? 

8. How do you respond to hypocrites?  

9. How do you avoid becoming one? 

10. Charlie says, “(Religion) is all about appearances.” Explain.  

11. Look at these verses: 25“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse 

the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and [l]self-

indulgence.  26Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of 

them may be clean also. 27“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are 

like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full 

of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 28Even so you also outwardly appear 

righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. Explain why 

keeping up appearances is the opposite of faith. 

12. Have you ever seen pictures of the bones filled vaults of the Catacombs under Paris? 

What was your reaction? 

13. What do hypocrites serve? For what purpose? 

   Look at these verses:33Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation 

of hell? 34Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you 

will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute 

from city to city, 35that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the 

blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered 

between the temple and the altar. 

1. What do you notice? 

https://biblehub.com/2_timothy/3-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_timothy/3-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_timothy/3-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_timothy/3-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_timothy/3-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_timothy/3-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_timothy/3-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/nkjv/matthew/23.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-26.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-27.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-28.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-33.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-34.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-35.htm
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2. Look at Galatians 5:19The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, 

and debauchery; 20idolatry and sorcery; hatred, discord, jealousy, and rage; rivalries, 

divisions, factions, 21and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did 

before, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. Where 

do the flesh and “religion” meet? 

3. What does hypocrisy stem from? What is the end? 

4. Looking at the verses in Matthew: Who does Jesus say, “sends the prophets” in verse 

34? Who is He proclaiming Himself to be? 

5. Can there be any doubt? 

6. Is He proclaiming this as a past event? Or can we expect more to come? 

7. Have more prophets come since these words were spoken?  

8. Can we expect still more? 

9. Can you discern God’s purpose in sending prophets to be killed by hypocrites? 

10. In this light, what does a faithful follower of the Lord Jesus serve? For what purpose? 

11. List the fruit of the Spirit. Describe what to look for when you seek to imitate Jesus. 

12. Review Romans 6:23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. How does this sum up Charlie’s warning? 

Take the time to pray.   

   
  

Follow up application: 

1. Use the Soap study below to pursue your own understanding. 

2. Look at Matthew 23, and glean the many forms Jesus calls out that hypocrisy can 

take.  

3. Do an inventory. How are you doing? 

 
Footnotes: 

1. On righteousness revealed “…from faith to faith”—As we saw above, Paul tells 

us in Romans 1:16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it 

the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, as it is written, “The righteous 

shall live by faith.” What does it mean, when a revelation progresses from “faith to 

faith?” After a person learns many languages, he learns that every language has 

idiosyncrasies, and the language’s own prepositions can play a role in a perception 

of confusion. A word that means “to” in English can sometimes also mean “at” or 

even “of” in French. When Paul says righteousness is revealed progressively “from 

faith to faith,” he says it like this: “ἐκ πίστεως εἰς πίστιν” (ek pisteos eis pistin—

"proceeding out from faith and progressing unto faith”). The two prepositions, ek and 

eis are what this footnote examines. “Ek” means “out from.” On this preposition, 

Strong’s says this, “[ek] is one of the most under-translated (and therefore mis-

translated) Greek propositions – often being confined to the meaning "by."  1537 (ek) 

has a two-layered meaning ("out from and to") which makes it out-come oriented 

(out of the depths of the source and extending to its impact on the object). Faith has 

a starting point as an apple orchard begins with a seed. Romans 10:17 says, “So 

faith comes from hearing (ek), and hearing comes from the Word/Revelation of God.” 

https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/romans/6-23.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/1-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/1-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1537.htm
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Faith begins when you hear the word, but that is only the beginning. This theme is 

revealed throughout the new testament, especially in John. The Samaritans in John 

4 came to see Jesus because they “believed” the woman’s report. When they heard 

Jesus, then they “believed.” Out of her report, faith progressed. This is the Mark 11 

faith, divine faith, that progresses to where mountains are moved. The direction of 

progress is expressed by the second preposition, eis. Eis means “unto/toward.” It is 

both the direction and the goal, the outcome to which ek is deliberately, intentionally 

headed. This is faith that progresses from/out of the seed toward and ultimately unto 

the orchard, with all the husbandry that is included in that progress as sole proof of 

faith. 

 
  

For further study:   

Take a moment each day this week to apply the SOAP method (Scripture—Copy the 

scripture. / Observation—Write what you see. /Application—Write what God is saying.  

/Prayer—Write what your response is.) to some of the scripture we looked at this week:   

  

Monday: Matthew 23:2-5 

Tuesday: Romans 1:16-17 

Wednesday: Romans 10:17 

Thursday: Matthew 23:13-15 (note: NKJ for 14) 

Friday: Matthew 23:8-12 

Saturday: Romans 2:1-4 

Sunday: Matthew 22:46 

  

Once again, some passages suggested here have more than the usual number of 

verses.  This is not to increase the burden but to provide clarity of context. Pick the 

verses that speak to you most clearly, and run these through the SOAP steps.   


