Life Group Notes 11/9/2025
Baptism Sunday Mark Warren

No doctrine is a given unless it has been found in the Word given by the Holy
Spirit and received by you. If you have observations or questions, feel free to send me
an email with your comment or observations at tbeachhead@comcast.net. Thank you for
taking the time.

— Pete Mehegan, the Scribe.

Remember: Be good to one another. Be sensitive and kind. Let God heal our heart and
guide our discussions.

Leaders: please pre-read these notes and choose the direction that is appropriate
for your group. Scan the detailed questions that follow the Al-generated study
questions, to see if you want to add any more detailed questions.

Be cognizant of your group’s time and be sensitive. Some groups would like to dwell on a
single idea. Let the Spirit be your guide. Never feel obligated to complete this studly.

Note: | have highlighted suggested discussion questions that Pastor Mark has raised
this week, 11/9. Let’s allow the Holy Spirit to guide all our discussions, using the
highlights as trail blazes. The purpose is to minister to one another
Important: At the very end of these notes, I've included passages that were
mentioned in this week’s message for deeper study using SOAP journaling to help
further your study during the week.
The new format begins with a summary of the notes, followed by study questions.
This week, notes in full detail can be found beginning on page 3:

Section I: Summary
Here’s “co-pilot’'s” Al summary of the Sermon Lifegroup Notes

The notes center on Pastor Mark’s sermon, which explores foundational Christian themes:
salvation, baptism, spiritual growth, and living out faith in daily life. The discussion begins

with Romans 5:7-9, emphasizing God’s extraordinary love—Christ died for us while we were still
sinners, and through His blood, we are justified and saved from wrath. This sets the stage for
reflecting on personal testimony and the impact of these truths on individual spiritual journeys.

Baptism is a key focus, with a distinction drawn between a believer’s baptism (a personal covenant
with God) and a child dedication (a promise made by parents on behalf of the child). The
significance of each is discussed, highlighting who makes the covenant in each scenario and why
these acts matter in the faith community.

The sermon references John 10:10, where Jesus contrasts Himself with the “thief” who comes to
steal, kill, and destroy. Jesus offers abundant life, prompting questions about spiritual opposition,
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the value of faith, and the preciousness of what God gives. Pastor Mark observes that sin appears
freeing until one tries to escape it, revealing the bondage it creates.

Hebrews 11:24-26 is used to illustrate Moses’ choice to suffer with God’s people rather than enjoy
fleeting pleasures of sin, showing the long-term impact of spiritual decisions and the journey from
bondage to freedom.

The notes highlight the reality of spiritual opposition (“the bad news”) but quickly pivot to “the
good news”’—God’s gift of free will, described as the purest form of love. The freedom to choose
is explored, including how it can be lost and the role of personal choice.

The sermon encourages reflection on abundant life in Christ, asking when it begins, what it looks
like, and how faith transforms life. Romans 8:9-11 is cited to discuss living by the Spirit,
assurance of God’s power, and the evidence of spiritual life.

Hebrews 13:7-8 calls believers to remember spiritual leaders, imitate their faith, and recognize
Jesus’ unchanging nature. This leads to questions about spiritual leadership, change, and keeping
Jesus at the center.

Psalm 103:10-12 reassures that God does not treat us as our sins deserve; His love is vast, and He
removes our transgressions completely. The journey from “Life 1.0” to “Life 2.0 is described as
ongoing transformation.

The notes compare the beginnings of the gospel in Mark 1:1 and Acts 1:1, emphasizing that Jesus’
work continues through believers today. The work includes teaching, healing, and restoring
brokenness, empowered by the Holy Spirit.

The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) is highlighted as evidence of God’s character in
believers. The process of spiritual growth is likened to planting a fruit tree—requiring patience and
time.

Finally, Pastor Mark stresses that Christian life is not just about character but also about calling.
Believers are to pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth, actively
participating in Jesus’ mission. Baptism is celebrated as a genuine, transformative act that cannot
be faked, marking a real change in a believer’s life.

The section concludes by encouraging prayer, reflection, and practical application through the
SOAP method (Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer), and suggests journaling and listing
personal benefits and goals for spiritual growth.

Section Il: Study questions
Study Questions
1. What stands out to you in Romans 5:7-9 about God’s love and justification?
2. How have these verses impacted your personal faith journey or testimony?
3. Verse 9 is translated as an exclamation but written as a question—how do you
interpret it, and why?
4. What is the difference between a believer’s baptism and a child dedication?
2
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5. Why is each significant in the faith community?

6. Who makes the covenant promise at a child dedication, and who makes it at a
believer’s baptism?

7. ls there an actual “thief’ described in John 10:10? What does this represent?

8. How does the thief “get in,” and what does he steal?

9. What is more precious than gold in God’s eyes?

10.What can you do without faith? What can you do with faith? Are there limits?

11.Reflect on Pastor Mark’s observation: “Sin feels free until you try to get out of it,
then you become aware of the bondage.” How does this resonate with your
experience?

12.What exactly was Moses’ choice in Hebrews 11:24-26, and what did he value
most?

13.If Moses had, instead, chosen fleeting enjoyment, what would have been killed,
stolen, or destroyed?

14.Describe the progression and timeline of Moses’ choice leading to the Exodus.

15.What is the “bad news” about spiritual opposition, and what is the “good news”
Pastor Mark highlights?

16.How free is the will God gives us, and how can that freedom be lost?

17.Why does Pastor Mark call free will “the purest form of love”? Can you explain this
concept?

18.According to John 10:10, what is the purpose of Jesus’ coming, and what is
included in “abundant life"?

19.When does abundant life begin for a believer? Do you have a testimony?

20.1s your life perfect after receiving Christ? What improvements have you seen?

21.What do you observe in Romans 8:9-11 about living by the Spirit?

22.How do you know the Spirit of God lives in you? What proof do you have?

23.How confident are you that God can restore your life? Explain.

24 Whose leadership do you want to imitate, and why?

25.What was the outcome of Paul’s way of life?

26.What has changed since the early days of the gospel, and how should we respond
since Jesus never changes?

27.How do you keep Jesus at the center of your life? What practical steps help you?

28.What happens to past sins according to Psalm 103:10-127?

29.What remains of them, and how great is the Father’s love?

30.How is your new life a journey from “Life 1.0” to “Life 2.0”? What have you noticed?

31.Why do the gospels present only the “beginning” of what Jesus did?

32.What commands did Jesus give His apostles?

33.How did Jesus continue His work after His resurrection, and who continues it
today?

34.What is the work believers are called to continue?

35.Can you list the Fruit of the Spirit from memory (Galatians 5:22-23)7? Is this the
character of God? Explain.

36.Have you ever planted a fruit tree? How long did it take to bear fruit? What does
this teach about spiritual growth?

37.How do you move from “fruit tree 1.0” to “fruit tree 2.0"?
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38.Pastor Mark says, “We have character plus calling which equals impact for the
Kingdom of God.” What does this mean to you?

39.How often do you pray the Lord’s Prayer? What do you expect for an answer
today?

40.What does it look like when God'’s will is done on earth as in heaven?

41.Pastor Mark says, “He’s not just saving you from your past mistakes. He’s also
saving you...”—complete this thought.

42.Why can’t baptism be faked, and what changes at a physical baptism?

43.Do you have a testimony related to baptism or spiritual transformation?

Section lll: Complete study notes
Pastor prayed through these verses in his opening prayer: Romans 5:”Very rarely will
anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to
die. 8But God proves His love for us in _this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
9Therefore, since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be
saved from wrath through Him!

1. What do you see?

2. Do you have a testimony? How have these verses struck you in your walk?

3. Look at verse nine, translated by the translators as an exclamation, but written in the

form of a question. Which do you think it is, question or exclamation?
Pastor began the message reflecting on the baptisms we witnessed, and highlighting the
difference between a believer’s baptism, and a child dedication.

1. What is the difference?

2. Why is each significant?

3. Who makes the covenant promise at the child dedication?

4. Who makes it when a believer comes to be baptized?

Now look up John 10:1%The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | have come
that they may have life, and have it in all its fullness.

1. Is there an actual thief?

2. How does the thief get in?

3. What does the thief steal?

4. Look at 1 Peter 1: 8In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may
have had to suffer grief in various trials 7so that the proven character of your faith—
more precious than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire— may result in
praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. What is more precious
than gold in God’s own eyes? Why?

What else can anyone give God freely that God cannot just take or make?

What can you do without faith?

What can you do with faith? Are there limits?

Look at Hebrews 11:2...For before he was taken, [Enoch] was commended as one
who pleased God. °And without faith it is impossible to please God. For anyone who
approaches Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who
earnestly seek Him. What is the fruit of pleasing God?

9. Why is God pleased when we choose to believe Him?

® N o o
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10.Comment on Pastor Mark’s observation: “Sin feels free until you try to get out of it,
then you become aware of the bondage that the enemy has placed in your life. You
don’t have as much freedom as you thought you did.”

11.In this regard, look at Moses’ choices as expressed in Hebrews 11: “?#By faith Moses,
when he was grown, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. ?*He chose
to _suffer _oppression with God’s people rather than to _experience the fleeting
enjoyment of sin. He valued disgrace for Christ above the treasures of Egypt, for
he was looking ahead to his reward.” What exactly was Moses’ choice?

12.1f Moses had chosen the fleeting enjoyment of sin in Egypt, what would have been
killed? Stolen? Destroyed?

13.Describe the progression of the results of his choice. How long did it take from the
day he chose until the day he led people out of Egypt?

14.“So,” says Pastor Mark, “the bad news is that we have an enemy who wants to Kill,
steal and destroy...” What is the good news?

15.Mark underlines God’s gift to humanity: “He gave us free will.” How free is that will?

16.How does that freedom get stolen? By whose choice?

17.Mark suggests that giving us free will is “...the purest form of love.” Can you explain
how?

18. What motivated God to send His one and only Son? Can you prove it?

19.According to John 3:16, what is the guarantee if we believe in Him?

20.Looking back at the words from John 10:10 above, for what purpose did Jesus come?

21.When does that abundant life begin? Do you have a testimony?

22.1s your life therefore perfect? What improvements have you seen?

Examine Romans 8: “2You, however, are controlled not by the flesh, but by the Spirit, if
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not
belong to Christ. 1°But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is
alive because of righteousness. !And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead
is living in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through His Spirit, who lives in you.”

1. What do you see?

2. How do you know the Spirit of God lives in you? What proof do you have?

3. How sure can you be that the One Who raised Jesus from the dead has the power
to give you your life back? Explain.

Look up Hebrew 13:?Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to you. Consider
the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. éJesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever.

1. Whose leadership do you want to imitate, when you consider these verses?

2. What was the outcome of Paul’s way of life?

3. What has changed since the first days of the gospel?

4. Since He never changes, how must we, then, change?

5. How do we keep Jesus as the center and the focus of our attention? Do you have
steps you have taken that help?

6. What does an abundant life look like?

7. What happens to sin?
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8.

9.

Look at Psalm 103:1°He has not dealt with us according to our sins or repaid us
according to our iniquities *'For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great
is His loving devotion for those who fear Him. 12As far as the east is from the west, so
far has He removed our transgressions from us. What happens to past sins?

What remains of them?

10.How great is the love the Father has for us? Did it begin with John 3:167?
11.To what degree is this new life a “journey,” as Mark describes it, proceeding from

“Your Life 1.0” to “Your life 2.0”? What have you noticed?

12.Take a moment to look at how Mark begins his gospel, Mark 1: “'The beginning of

the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” Now, compare it to how Luke opens
Acts 1: “Iin the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do
and teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.” Why do the gospels
profess only present the “beginning” of what Jesus began to do?

13.What commands did Jesus give His apostles whom He had chosen?
14.How, after He rose from the dead, did He continue to do the work that He only

began in the days of His presence on the earth?

15.Who continued His work in Acts?
16.Who is continuing the work today?
17.What exactly is that work that we are to continue today?
18.When is that work completed?
Pastor Mark speaks of the “character of God” that is planted in us, and then he lists the
Fruit of the Spirit from Galatians.

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Can you list the Fruit from memory? (Galatians 5:22-23)

Is that the character of God? Explain.

Have you ever planted a fruit tree? Did you get fruit on the first day? The first
week? The first year?

How patient does the husbandman have to be to obtain fruit? Explain the process.
How do you get from fruit tree 1.0 to fruit tree 2.0?

Pastor Mark then points out that this life does not just consist of having character. There
is also a calling. He says, “We are to pray, ‘Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven.’ In other words,” he continues, “Jesus wants earth to look like heaven.
As He Himself went, we have been put on mission, armed with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit,
to complete His work and restore the broken places of this world. We have character plus
calling which equals impact for the Kingdom of God.”

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

6.
Take

Explain.

How often do you pray the Lord’s prayer, above? What do you expect to see for an
answer today?

What does it look like when His will is done on earth as it is done in heaven?

Mark says, “He’s not just saving you from your past mistakes. He’s also saving
you...”...complete his thought.

Pastor Mark says, “I love baptism, because baptism is not something that can be
faked.” Explain. What changes at a physical baptism?

Do you have a testimony?

the time to pray.
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Follow up application:

1.

Use the Soap study below to pursue your own understanding.

2. Make a list of the benefits you received from coming to church/life group today.
3.
4. Jesus commanded us to teach others “...to obey everything | have commanded.”

Jot down what “Your Life 2.0” will look like.

Write down what that includes.

For further study:

Take a moment each day this week to apply the SOAP method (Scripture—Copy the
scripture. / Observation—Write what you see. /Application—Write what God is saying.
/Prayer—Write what your response is.) to some of the scripture we looked at this week:

Monday: Romans 5:7-9
Tuesday: Hebrews 11:24-26
Wednesday: Romans 8:9-11

Thursday: 1 Peter 1:6-8
Friday: Mark 1:1 & Acts 1:1

Saturday: Psalm 103:1-5
Sunday: Psalm 103:10-12

Once again, some passages suggested here have more than the usual number of
verses. This is not to increase the burden but to provide clarity of context. Pick the
verses that speak to you most clearly, and run these through the SOAP steps.



